
 
Mandatory Read 
The Outsiders   750L     by S.E. Hinton 
Three brothers struggle to stay together after their parents' death, as they search for an identity among the 
conflicting values of their adolescent society in which they find themselves "outsiders." 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Took: A Ghost Story  600L     by Mary Downing Hahn  
A witch called Old Auntie is lurking near Dan's family's new home. He doesn't believe in her at first, but is 
forced to accept that she is real and take action when his little sister, Erica, is 'took' to become Auntie's slave for 
the next fifty years. 
 
Rules for Stealing Stars 720L      by Corey Ann Haydu  
Four sisters rely on each other--and a bit of mysterious magic--to cope with their mother's illness. 
 
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone  880L   by J.K. Rowling 
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny proves his worth 
while attending Hogwarts School for Witchcraft and Wizardry.  I couldn’t resist!  (Series)  
 
Courage for Beginners   Lexile N/A   by Karen Harrington 
Twelve-year-old Mysti Murphy of Texas wishes she were a character in a book. If her life were fiction, she'd 
know how to solve her problems at school; take care of her family when her dad has to spend time in the 
hospital; and deal with her family's secret: that her mother is agoraphobic and never leaves the house. 
 
Under Their Skin  760L     by Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Nick and Eryn are surprised when their mother announces she’s getting remarried. But they become suspicious 
when she says they’ll never meet their stepbrother and stepsister. 
 
A Year in the Life of a Total and Complete Genius  810L by Stacey Matson 
Seventh-grader Arthur Bean, soon-to-be a rich and famous author, has set two goals for himself: to win the 
school writing contest and to win the heart of his secret crush, Kennedy, but his life has had some major twists 
and turns lately, and the recent loss of his mother definitely complicates things. 
 
Hoodoo 600L       by Ronald L. Smith 
In 1930s Alabama, twelve-year-old Hoodoo Hatcher is the only member of his family who seems unable to 
practice folk magic, but when a mysterious man called the Stranger puts the entire town at risk from his black 
magic, Hoodoo must learn to conjure to defeat him. 
 
The Green Bicycle  790L     by Haifaa Al Mansour  
Since girls do not ride bikes in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, eleven year old Wadjda has to scheme to get her own. 
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2016 Summer Independent Reading List: 
Incoming 7th Grade 

You must read The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. In addition, you are encouraged to read at least 1 book 
from this list, and 1 book of your choice.  This is for a total of 3 books.   
Parents are encouraged to review, discuss and decide with their child what titles would be best. 

 



 
Waiting for Unicorns   840L    by Beth Hautala  
After her mother dies, twelve-year-old Talia McQuinn goes to the Arctic with her father, a whale researcher. 
Over the course of one summer, and through several unlikely friendships, Talia learns that stories have the 
power to connect us, to provide hope, and to pull us out of the darkness. 
 
The Wolf Wilder  640L     by Katherine Rundell  
In the days before the Russian Revolution, twelve-year-old Feodora sets out to rescue her mother when the 
Tsar's Imperial Army imprisons her for teaching tamed wolves to fend for themselves. 
 
Friends for Life   880L     by Andrew Norriss 
Francis Meredith is a boy who is interested in fashion and costuming, which has made him a target at school, 
but when he meets Jessica and Andi his life begins to change--Andi is an athletic girl with a reputation for 
fighting and family in the fashion business, and Jessica is a ghost who has no idea how she died. 
 
The Tin Snail  830L      by Cameron McAllister 
A thirteen-year-old French boy tries to save his father's job by inventing a special kind of car, but it isn't easy--
especially when the Nazis are planning to steal his design. 
 
Going Where It’s Dark  900L    by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
A coming-of-age novel about a boy whose daily life is difficult because he stutters but who discovers enormous 
courage when he goes on heart-pounding cave adventures. 
 
Pax   760L      by Sara Pennypacker  
When his father enlists in the military and makes him return his beloved pet fox to the wild, Peter, who has been 
sent to live with his grandfather hundreds of miles away, embarks on a journey filled with astonishing 
discoveries in order to be reunited with his fox. 
 
The Black Dragon   710L     by Julian Sedgwick 
Talented magician Danny, who is half-Chinese, half-British, and dwarf strongman Zamora try to find the 
connection between the disastrous end of the circus Mysterium, where Danny's performer parents were killed, 
and the disappearance of his guardian aunt,who is investigating sinister gangs in Hong Kong. 
 
The Bamboo Sword  820L     by Margi Preus  
In Japan in 1853, at the time of U.S. Commodore Matthew Perry's visit to Japan, Yoshi, a young Japanese boy 
who dreams of becoming a samurai one day, learns about America from Majiro and has adventures with Jack, a 
young cabin boy aboard one of the U.S. ships. 
 
Seriously Wicked: A Novel   730L   by Tina Connolly 
Cam's adopted mother is a wicked witch who wants Cam to be just like her, even as Cam tries to stop her plans 
for ruling the world, including the latest, which involves summoning a demon that now possesses one of the 
boys at Cam's school. 
 
A Night Divided    810L    by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
When her family is divided by the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerda harbors forbidden thoughts 
about freedom and reuniting with her loved ones before a coded message from her father inspires a daring plan. 
 
Hansel & Gretel  1030L     by Neil Gaiman 
Two abandoned children come upon a gingerbread cottage inhabited by a cruel witch who wants to eat them. 
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Red Queen   740L     by Victoria Aveyard 
When her latent supernatural powers manifest in front of a noble court, Mare, a thief in a world divided between 
commoners and superhumans, is forced to assume the role of lost princess before risking everything to help a 
growing rebellion.  (Series) 
 
Gabriel’s Clock 780L      by Hilton Pashley 
Twelve-year-old Jonathan is half-angel, half-demon, and the only one of his kind. But he has no idea of his true 
identity, and now a rogue arch-demon wants him for his own sinister purpose. 
 
Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things  570L by Lenore Look  
A young boy in Concord, Massachusetts, who loves superheroes and comes from a long line of brave Chinese 
farmer-warriors, wants to make friends, but first he must overcome his fear of everything. (Series) 
 
30 Days of No Gossip   660L    by Stephanie Faris  
Maddie is challenged by her best friend to avoid gossiping for an entire month or forfeit their friendship, a test 
that is complicated by Maddie's discovery of the biggest piece of gossip she has ever heard. 
 
Elijah Dart: Angel of Death  Lexile N/A   by Jonathan L. Ferrara 
Before his fourteenth birthday, ordinary Elijah Dart would have never gone snooping around in a graveyard, 
joined an old ghost for tea, or battled Hellhounds with a scythe. If only he hadn’t followed the Reapers through 
the graveyard on All Hallows Eve, he would have never been in training to take his father’s place as the next 
Angel of Death.  
 
My Seventh-Grade Life in Tights 560l    by Brooks Benjamin 
All Dillon wants is to be a real dancer. And if he wins a summer scholarship at Dance-Splosion, he's on his 
way. The problem? His dad wants him to play football. And Dillon's freestyle crew, the Dizzee Freekz, says 
that dance studios are for sell-outs. 
 
The Hidden Oracle  Lexile N/A    by Rick Riordan 
After angering his father Zeus, the god Apollo is cast down from Olympus. He must learn to survive in the 
modern world until he can somehow find a way to regain Zeus's favor. 
 
Booked   660L     by Kwame Alexander  
Nick Hall is the star player on the soccer team until a bombshell announcement shatters his world. 
 
The Wild Robot  740L     by Peter Brown  
Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no memory of where she is from or why 
she is there, and her only hope of survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile 
inhabitants. 
 

Non-Fiction 
Iron Rails, Iron Men, and the Race to Link the Nation: The Story of the Transcontinental Railroad    1230L 
         by Martin W. Sandler 
1850s: Two rival companies accomplished the impossible—they tunneled through mountains and constructed 
the highest-ever bridges to connect 1,800 miles of America by rail.  
 
Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer: The Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement       820L 

by Carole Boston Weatherford 
Stirring poems and stunning collage illustrations combine to celebrate the life of Fannie Lou Hamer, a 
champion of equal voting rights. 
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Hot Pink: The Life and Fashions of Elsa Schiaparelli  1030L  by Susan Goldman Rubin 
Shocking pink—hot pink, as it is called today—was the signature color of Elsa Schiaparelli (1890–1973) and perhaps her greatest 
contribution to the fashion world. Schiaparelli was one of the most innovative designers in the early 20th century. Many design 
elements that are taken for granted today she created and brought to the forefront of fashion. She is credited with many firsts: trompe 
l’oeil sweaters with collars and bows knitted in; wedge heels; shoulder bags; and even the concept of a runway show for presenting 
collections.  
 
Hitler's Last Days: The Death of the Nazi Regime and the World's Most Notorious Dictator   1160L 
          by Bill O’Reilly  
Hitler's Last Days is a gripping account of the death of one of the most reviled villains of the 20th century―a 
man whose regime of murder and terror haunts the world even today. 
 
Inside Biosphere 2: Earth Science Under Glass    1060L   by Mary Kay Carson 
In the Arizona desert, scientists conduct studies and experiments aimed to help us better understand our 
environment and what sort of things are happening to it due to climate change. The location is Biosphere 2, an 
immense structure that contains a replica ocean, savannah, and rainforest, among other Earth biomes. It’s a 
unique take on the Scientists in the Field mission statement — in this case, the lab is a replica that allows the 
scientists to conduct large-scale experiments that would otherwise be impossible. 
 
Smart and Spineless: Exploring Invertebrate Intelligence      1210L  by Ann Downer 
Although invertebrates usually have tiny, simple brains—or no brains at all—their unique forms of intelligence 
are inspiring new technologies designed to improve humans’ lives. 
 
The Mystery of Life: How Nothing Became Everything      830L           by Jan Paul Schutten 
“Yes, even Lady Gaga is made up of atoms.” Atoms are the basis of every living and non-living thing on Earth, 
but where and how did life begin—and how do we know?  
 
Been There, Done That: Writing Stories from Real Life 860L  by Mike Winchell 
In this original anthology, twenty-one middle-grade authors—including Gary D. Schmidt, Adam Rex, and Lisa 
Yee—each tell two stories: one autobiographical and another inspired by their nonfiction account.  
 
Choosing Courage    1150L      by Peter Collier 
How does an ordinary person become a hero? It happens in a split second, a moment of focus and clarity, when 
a choice is made. Here are the gripping accounts of Medal of Honor recipients who demonstrated guts and 
selflessness on the battlefield and confronted life-threatening danger to make a difference. 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Young Readers Edition  910L by William Kamkwamba 
When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all of the season's crops, leaving them 
with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to explore science books in his village library, looking for a solution. There, he 
came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle 
parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his family pump the water they needed to farm the land. 
 
Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A Memoir  1120L by Margarita Engle  
In poems, Margarita Engle depicts her school years in California, summers in her mother’s native Cuba, and 
how the 1961 demise of U.S.-Cuban relations affected her family. 
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